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Abstract:

This article is full of effective information about linguistic

terms language, dialect and sub-dialect or variety. In

linguistics especially in Punjabi linguistics, one of the

most difficult issues is how to draw a clear line between a

language, a dialect and sub-dialect. Firstly the writer has

tried to differentiate these terms with definitions and

examples. Then the writer has explained the concept of

standard language in view of linguistics. After that the

writer has discussed the historical relationship between a

language and a dialect. An effort has been made to show

the complexity of these linguistic issues and tried to solve

it accordingly through the article.
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sub-dialect , variety, standard language
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"The term variety itself often used for any variety of a

language, but in recent years, many sociolinguists have

begun to use 'Lect' as general term in this way."(lz)

"Lect" &2 "A Dictionany of linguistics and phonetics" (§/ .‘i’
:u{&gwéu;

"Lect is a term used by some Sociolinguists to refer to a

collection of linguistic phenomena which has a functional

identity within a speech communcity, but without

specifying the basis on which the collection was made e.g,

whether the lect was regional (cf. dialect, social (cf.
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"A dialect is simply a distinct form of a language,

differentiated from other forms of the language by specific

linguistic feature (e.g pronounciation, or vocabulary, or

.. 14
grammar, or any combination of these)." (14
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"A language is a dialect with an army and a navy." (20)
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"We set up as the best language that which is found in the

best writers, and count as the best writers those that best

write the language, we are therefore no further advanced

than before." 37)
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more correct, any better, or any more logical than other

dialect of the language, all dialects are equally effective

forms of language, in that any idea or desire that can be
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expressed in one dialect can be expressed just as easily in

any other dialect." 3%
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from diversity to uniformity." “3)
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