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Abstract:

Global warming is the biggest challenge of the current
century. It has not only affected us ecologically but proved
a danger to human's life on earth. The experts are busy in
creating awareness about it worldwide. A careful study of
our mystic heritage leads us to the concerns of the Sufis
about this futuristic menace. This article is an effort to
highlight the traces of hints of global warming found in
the work of Baba Guru Nanak Sahib.
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“Humans first emitted air pollutants when they burned
wood and cleared land increasing wind-blown dust.”@
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“Global warming is a term that is used to refer to an
increase in Earth’s average surface temperature. It is due
mostly to the release of greenhouse gases )GHs(into the
atmosphere by human-fuelled activities such as increased
fossil fuel consumption leading to the release of carbon
dioxide)CO2), the increasing use of automobiles, the use
of nitrogen base fertilizers, and rearing and breeding large
methane-belching cattle. Greenhouse gases such as carbon
dioxide, nitrous oxide, water vapor, halocarbons
chlorofluorocarbons and hydrofluorocarbons)methane),
and ozone have the capability of absorbing infrared

radiation from the Earth’s surface, thereby altering the

heat balance of the Earth”(S)
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“Thenatural greenhouse effect is due to the gases water

vapour and carbon dioxide present in the atmosphere in

their natural abundances as now on Earth. The amount of

water vapour in our atmosphere depends mostly on the

temperature of the surface of the oceans; most of it

originates through evaporation from the ocean surface and

is not influenced directly by human activity. Carbon

dioxide is different. Its amount has changed substantially —

by about thirty per cent so far — since the Industrial

Revolution, due to human industry and also because of the

removal of forests. Future projections are that, in the

absence of controlling factors, the rate of increase in

atmospheric carbon dioxide will accelerate and that its

atmospheric  concentration will double from its

»:(6)

pre-industrial value within the next hundred years
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“Ozone is responsible for the temperature inversion that

defines the present-day stratosphere. This absorption is

critical for preventing UV radiation from reaching the

(7)

surface of the Earth,where it can harm life
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“The IPCC 2001 report estimates that global mean surface

temperature could rise by between 1.4 and 5.8° C by 2100,

which would mean that, in addition, global mean sea level
would rise between 20 and 88 cm by 2100.” ®)
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For small island nations, such as the Maldives in the
Indian Ocean and the Marshall Islands in the Pacifc, a | m
rise in sea level would flood up to 75% of the dry land,
making the islands uninhabitable. Interestingly, it is also
these countries, which rely on tourism, which have some
of the highest fossil-fuel emissions per head of population
than any other country in the world. However, there is a

different twist to the story if we consider nations where a
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significant portion of the population lives by river deltas;
these include, for example, Bangladesh, Egypt, Nigeria,
and Thailand. A World Bank report in 1994 concluded that
human activities on the deltas, such as freshwater
extraction, were causing these areas to sink much faster

than any predicted rise in sea level, increasing their

©)

vulnerability to storms and floods.
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The impacts of climate change — including changes in

temperature, precipitation, and sea levels — are expected to

have varying consequences for the availability of fresh

water around the World.(lo)
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The United Nation’s Inter-governmental Panel on Climate
Change states that the Global Warming was caused by
greenhouse gases due to human activities. The
composition of green house gases is 76% carbon dioxide
CO2, 13% methane, 6% nitrogen oxide and 5%
fluorocarbons. Therefore, CO2 is a significant contributor
for increasing the global temperature. Researches show
that there are eight major sectors which are annually
releasing considerable amount of Green House Gases
thereby CO2 into the air, causing global warming. They
are viz., power station (21.3%), industrial processing
(16.8%), transportation fuels (14.0%), agricultural
by-products (12.5%), fossil fuel retrieval processing &
distribution (11.3%), commercial & other sectors (10.3%),
land use & biomass burning (10.0%) and waste disposal &
treatment (3.4%).(12)
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