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Abstract:
Homi K. Bhabha (born 1949) is an Indian English scholar,

literary and cultural critic and distinguished theorist of
Postcolonial studies. Developing the work of psychoanalytic
and post-structuralist philosophers, Bhabha has been
considered a profoundly unique voice in the study of
Colonial, Postcolonial, and Globalized cultures. The
significant ideas and terms explored in his dissertations, such
as Hybridity, Ambivalence, and Mimicry; are formative for
Postcolonial theory. His work remains an important reference
for anyone interested in the hybrid cultural perspectives
associated with Colonialism and Globalization. In this article
an introductory study of the concepts (Hybridity,
Ambivalence, Mimicry) coined by Bhabha is presented.

Keywords: Homi K. Bhabha, Colonialism, Postcolonialism,

Hybridity, Ambivalence, Mimicry, Third Space.
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“Definitions of the Post-Colonial, of course vary widely,

but for me the concept proves most useful not when it is
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used synonymously with a post-independence historical
period in once colonized nations. But rather when it
locates a specifically anti or post-colonial discursive
purchase in culture, one which begins in the moment that
colonial power inscribes itself on to the body and space of
its others and which continues as an often occulted

tradition into the modern theatre of neo-colonialist

international relations”.(z)
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“Post-Colonialism, rather, begins from the very first

moment of colonial contact. It is the discourse of

oppositionality which colonialism brings into being”.(4)
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“A term first developed in psychoanalysis to describe a
continual fluctuation between wanting one thing and
wanting its opposite. It also refers to a simultaneous

attraction toward and repulsion from an object, person or

action”.( 1)
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“Colonial mimicry is the desire for a reformed
recognizable "other", as a subject of difference that is
almost the same but not quite. Which is to say that the
discourse of mimicry is constructed around ambivalence in
order to be effective, mimicry must continually produce its

slippage, its excess, its difference”.1?)
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“In short, this is the space of ‘hybridity’ itself, the space in
which cultural meanings and identities always contain the
traces of other meanings and identities. Therefore, Bhabha
argues, claims to inherent originality or purity of cultures
are untenable, even before we resort to empirical historical

instances that demonstrate their hybridity”.(IS)
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