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Abstract:

Bhakti movement was a powerful phenomenon in history
of Punjab. Unfortunately there was no authentic written
reference in Shah Mukhi Punjabi which provides a
comprehensive introduction of this dominant theoretical
and religious movement of India. This article provides a
brief sketch of this movement. Firstly it examines the root
of the word "Bhakti". Secondly it provides some authentic
and coherent definitions of Bhakti. Thirdly it introduces
very shortly with the types of Bhakti. At the end of this
article researchers make an attempt to know the origins of
Bhakti movement. Collectively this article provides a
comprehensive overview of Bhakti movement.

Keywords: Bhakti, Movement, effects, Sketch, Introduction,

authentic, coherent, types, Origins, comprehensive.
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“As the ascent of Islam in India coincided with the

flowering of the Bhakti movement, the other historians

argue that Bhakti movement was largely inspired by

Islamic Ideology. To Tarachand the principal of universal

brotherhood and human equality which the Bhakti saints

advocated had its parallel in Sufi thought. Yusuf Hussain

looks upon the Bhakti movement as one which can easily

be divided into two distinct periods the first from the time

of the Bhagwata Gita to the 13th century, when Bhakti was

an individual sentiment and second period from 13th to
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16th centuries, when as a result of the of the contact with
Islam, it got transformed into a doctrine and a cult. He
refers to this movement as reformation of Hinduism,
where the concept of the personalized God and simplicity
of faith of Islam had a special appeal.” 12
Ul UBLT B el e agd & UF emntsr Jbo Ul TU w2 i
bt U ULis Wsfvie s er I e s/ R U9 Ulas B UL
S il 0 b 1 I U i B U U Uz U T
SRR SRR S TR I RSN Wi (e
“The origin of the idea of Bhakti has been traced from
Vedic literature. The word Bhakti does not occur in
Rigveda, but there are references to ardent devotion to
Gods: Indra and Varuna.(All my thoughts, seeking
happiness, extol Indra, longing for him; they embrace him
as wives embrace a fair young bridegroom, him the divine

giver of gifts, that he may help me)”13
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