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Abstract:

Love is a constant part of Hazrat Sultan Bahu’s thought
and poetry. Actually, the concept of love has a central
position in the philosophy of mysticism. The meaning of
the word Ishq, which seems to be clear to everyone, but it
cannot be defined mere in words. According to Hazrat
Sultan Bahu, love is a universal term. Sometimes it is real
and sometimes it is virtual. However, it is a very important
emotion for humans without which it is impossible to live.
For the last several centuries, Muslim mystics have been
using the terms real love and virtual love. Virtual love
refers to mutual selfless love of human beings, while
God's love beyond the love of persons and things is called
"true love". Before Hazrat Sultan Bahu, the concept of
love of the later Pujnabi Sufi poets was the same as that of
ordinary poets, in which they considered death instead of
life, peace instead of movement and laziness instead of
struggle but Hazrat Sultan Bahu expanded this concept.
According to him, understanding the true and complete
meaning of human existence is possible only through the
guidance of love. In this article, the concept of love in the
Punjabi and Persian poetry of Hazrat Sultan Bahu will be
discussed.

Keywords: Hazrat Sultan Bahu, Concept of love, True
love, Virtual love, Mystics, Sufi poets, philosophy of

mysticism.
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